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Abstract

Candida albicans is a medically important fungus that can cause a wide range of diseases ranging from
superficial infections to disseminated disease, which manifests primarily in immuno-compromised
individuals. Despite the currently applied anti-fungal therapies, both mortality and morbidity caused by
this human pathogenic fungus are still unacceptably high. Therefore new prophylactic and therapeutic
strategies are urgently needed to prevent fungal infection. In order to define new targets for combating
fungal disease, there is a need to understand the immune evasion strategies of C. albicans in detail. In this
review, we summarize different sophisticated immune evasion strategies that are utilized by C. albicans.
The description of the molecular mechanisms used for immune evasion does on one hand help to
understand the infection process, and on the other hand provides valuable information to define new
strategies and diagnostic approaches to fight and interfere with Candida infections.
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