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Abstract

The retinal pigment epithelium (RPE) is a main target for complement activation in age-related macular
degeneration (AMD). The anaphylatoxins C3a and C5a have been thought to mostly play a role as
chemoattractants for macrophages and immune cells; here, we explore whether they trigger RPE
alterations. Specifically, we investigated the RPE as a potential immunoregulatory gate, allowing for active
changes in the RPE microenvironment in response to complement.
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